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Shakespeare's manuscripts. Ireland was exposed by
Malone, and he published a confession of his forgeries
in 1805. More skilful and far more disturbing to
Shakespearean scholarship are the forgeries of John
Payne Collier, extending over a period from 1831 to
1883. These included manuscript corrections in a copy
of the second Polio, and many documents concerning
the biography of Shakespeare and the history of the
Elizabethan theater. These forgeries have vitiated all
of Collier's most important publications, as his Memoirs
of Edward Atteyn, and History of English Dramatic
Poetry.

We turn now from attempts to increase Shakespeare's
writings to an extraordinary effort to deny him the
authorship of all his plays. Doubts on this score
seem to have been raised by Joseph C. Hart in his
Romance of Yachting, 1848, and by an article in Cham-
bers* Journal August 7, 1852. In 1856, Mr. W, H.
Smith first proposed Bacon's authorship in a letter to
Lord Ellesmere, "Was Lord Bacon the author of
Shakespeare's plays?" These were followed by an
article by Miss Delia Bacon in Putnam's Monthly, 1856,
and a volume, The Philosophy of the Plays of Shake-
speare unfolded by Delia Bacon. Since Miss Bacon's
book, her hypothesis has resulted in the publication
of hundreds of volumes and pamphlets supporting
many variations of the theory. Some are content to
view the authorship as a mystery, assigning the plays
to an unknown author. Others attribute the author-